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PROTOCOL FOR IMPORTATION OF DRESSED/FROZEN CHICKEN INTO BHUTAN 

 

Any individual, agency or company wishing to import Dressed/Frozen Chicken into Bhutan should apply for 

import permit to the Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority (BAFRA), Ministry of Agriculture and 

Forests. The application for import permit should reach the office of BAFRA at least 4 weeks before the 

scheduled date of entry of Dressed/Frozen Chicken into Bhutan. The application for import permit must provide 

full details of the consignment as requested in the application form (Application for import of chicken meat). The 

importer must meet the following conditions at the time of importation.  

1. The consignment is accompanied by a certificate issued by the Company Veterinarian or the Veterinarian in-

charge of the farm certifying that the dressed/frozen chicken is free from diseases and are fit for human 

consumption. 

2. The consignment is accompanied by a copy of valid certificate issued by the Government Veterinarian in-

charge of the area of origin of dressed chicken certifying that the area is free from active outbreaks of 

infectious diseases like New Castle Disease,  Avian Influenza, Salmonellosis, etc.                                                                                                                           
3. Poultry meat exported to Bhutan should be processed in poultry processing plants/firms with adequate 

processing facilities to ensure safety of poultry meat. 

4. Processing plants/firms should have adequate biosecurity system and other standard management practices 

for minimizing the risk of spread of notifiable poultry diseases. 

5. All poultry meat should be dressed properly and should exclude head, feet and visceral organs to reduce 

cross-contamination of dressed meat by infectious agents such as avian flu virus, Salmonella spp, E. coli, 

Campylobacter spp, etc. However, edible offal can be separately packed and exported. 

6. Poultry meat should be packed in transparent, secure, tamper proof, food grade plastic packets. 

7. Packets should be labeled with processing date, expiry date and net weight. 

8. Packaged frozen poultry meat should be transported in refrigerated vehicles.  

9. The consignment should be sealed before departure from the plant/firm and transported under lock and key, 

and it will only be opened in Bhutan upon declaration to BAFRA officials at entry points to prevent any 

handling en-route. 

10. The vehicle carrying frozen chicken should not pass through any contaminated or infected premises, within 

the radius of 25 KM of any infected premises as required by OIE standard for safe transportation. 

11. BAFRA official shall carry out examination of essential documents and import inspection. 

12. These requirements will be amended as and when deemed necessary depending on the risk associated with 

the products and the disease status of the exporting country. 

 


